skilfully used, has created a rich contribution to social history which a single review of the subject could not achieve.
I found it difficult to estimate the extent to which the book will contribute to the processes of evolution in psychiatric care which are taking place. In representing some psychiatrists' views it must be of use, if not obligatory reading, for anyone seriously interested in the topic. Yet the variety of aspirations expressed may well leave an observer perplexed: either the psychiatrist should be provided with far more professional time for each therapeutic, intellectual and social obligation, or his roles should be devolved with probable detrimental effects on integrated care, or else many of the aspirations are unlikely to be realized and require more precise delineation. Some of Professor Shepherd's questions to his contributors appear to point in the latter direction. 
Cambridge University Press 1982
Intended mainly for 2nd-3rd year medical and science undergraduates, this book reflects the interests of the editors, a physiologist and a psychologist, so has an unusually broad approach. Individual chapters have been written by active researchers, giving a welcome experimental emphasis. About half the book is devoted to vision, the rest to hearing, vestibular senses, cutaneous sensation, smell, taste, and the development of sensory systems. (Unfortunately there is nothing on muscle or joint receptors; these are promised in a later volume on motor control.) An excellent first chapter by Barlow introduces the concepts of sensory selectivity and sensitivity, emphasizing the statistical nature of sensory nerve activity, and hence the importance of the signal: noise ratio in interpreting the information. Characterization of sensory systems using sinusoidal stimulation (,contrast-sensitivityfunctions') is also discussed. The chapter by Iggo on cutaneous sensation (including nociceptors and pain) is a model of clarity and presentation. The sections 011 smell and taste (Keverne) explode some myths (e.g. that olfaction in primates has no access to the cortex via the thalamus) but also show how little is known about the molecular mechanisms of these senses. There are good epic chapters on hearing (Evans), although disappointingly little on recent exciting findings from intracellular recording in hair cells. The chapters on vision may have tried to cover too much (optics and eye movements as well as electrophysiology), so that key studies on the molecular and cellular events receive little discussion. The small page format also means that some figures are uncomfortably cramped.
As a sound introductory text this book will be useful in teaching; third year students have reported they enjoy its chatty and easy-to-read style. It is a pity that it does not communicate excitement as well as it transmits information.
N J ABBOTT

Lecturer in Physiology King's College London
Problems in Ophthalmology (Problems in Practice Series) M Glasspool pp 141 £7.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1982 This excellent book very cogently sets out the ophthalmic problems met with in general practice and it advises on treatment. It also emphasizes the fact that when an ophthalmic problem arises, early appropriate specialist advice may greatly assist in management.
The book will also prove very helpful for the junior ophthalmologist, and is to be strongly recommended. After a short introduction describing the characteristics of ambulatory care, there is a good section on psychiatric and behavioural problems and a section on allergy and infectious diseases, which is weakened from the point of view of the general practitioner by excluding children, who in the United Kingdom produce a large part of his work in this area. There follow twelve sections each devoted to a different system of the body and each containing several chapters. The material in the chapters tends to go from symptoms and their interpretation to diseases. There is an emphasis on the importance of 'probability' in making a diagnosis. In addition, prevention and health educational issues are well covered in most chapters. All the chapters are well referenced.
